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PUBLIC  HEALTH  STAFF 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 

JAMES  L.  GREGORY,  m.b.,  ch.b.,  f.r.f.p.s.,  d.p.h.,  d.t.m.  &  hy. 

Sanitary  Inspectors 

Atcham  R.D. 

fW.  H.  Purslow,  Cert.  Roy.  San.  Inst.,  Chief  Inspector. 

D.  H.  Corfield,  Cert.  Roy.  San.  Inst.,  Addt.  Inspector. 

G.  S.  Banks,  Cert.  Roy.  San.  Inst.,  Addt.  Inspector  (resigned 
September,  1950). 

R.  W.  Garrood,  Cert.  Roy.  San.  Inst.,  Addt.  Inspector 
(appointed  1st  January,  1951). 

Bishops  Castle  M.B. 

f*Leslie  Allen,  Cert.  Roy.  San.  Inst,  (appointed  1st  December, 
1950). 

Church  Stretton  U.D. 

f*K.  C.  T.  Jacks,  Cert.  Roy.  San.  Inst. 

Clun  R.D. 

f*H.  A.  Elliott,  Cert.  Roy.  San.  Inst.,  Chief  Inspector  (resigned 
31st  December,  1950). 

f*H.  Bramwell,  Cert.  Roy.  San.  Inst.,  Addt.  Inspector. 
fD.  H.  Young,  Cert.  Roy.  San.  Inst.,  Addt.  Inspector  (appointed 
1st  January,  1951). 

Wenlock  M.B. 

C.  J.  Thomas,  Cert.  Roy.  San.  Inst.,  M.S.I.A. 


Public  Health  Laboratory  Service 

(Directed  by  the  Medical  Research  Council  for  the  Ministry) 

Bacteriologist  :  Dr.  C.  A.  JONES 

Public  Health  Laboratory 
Royal  Salop  Infirmary,  Shrewsbury 

Telephone  Number  :  Shrewsbury  4389 


f  Meat  Inspector’s  Certificate  held. 

*  Also  holds  post  of  Surveyor  or  Assistant  Surveyor. 
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South  West  Salop  United  Districts 

PONTESBURY, 

1st  June,  1951. 

To  the  Chairmen  and  Members  of  the  Councils. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  the  annual  report  on  the  health  of 
your  districts  for  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1950.  The  report 
is  drawn  up  in  accordance  with  the  Ministry  of  Health’s  Circular 
112/50,  dated  6th  December,  1950. 

The  statistics  are  satisfactory  when  compared  with  those  for  the 
country  as  a  whole.  No  outstanding  cause  of  sickness  or  of  death  falls 
to  be  reported  on. 

The  districts  have  again  been  remarkably  free  from  any  serious 
outbreaks  of  infectious  diseases.  Acute  poliomyelitis  became  epidemic 
in  some  parts  of  the  country  during  the  summer  and  autumn  months, 
but  only  eleven  cases  were  notified  in  South  West  Salop.  There  were 
six  deaths.  Particulars  of  the  cases  notified  in  each  district  will  be 
found  in  the  table  at  the  beginning  of  Section  F  of  the  report. 

A  total  of  215  housing  units  were  completed  during  the  year, 
and  of  these  118  were  houses  of  a  permanent  type  built  by  the 
Councils,  57  were  converted  hutments,  25  were  built  by  private 
enterprise,  and  15  were  flats  in  requisitioned  houses.  At  the  end  of 
the  year  a  total  of  160  houses,  both  Council  and  private,  were  under 
construction,  including  23  hutments  being  converted. 

The  recent  Census  shows  that  the  population  of  the  five  districts 
has  increased  from  48,148  in  1931  to  50,002  in  1951,  the  increase 
being  greatest  in  the  Atcham  R.D.  (1,698)  and  in  the  Wenlock 
Borough  (944).  In  Bishops  Castle  and  Clun  R.D.  there  has  been  a 
decrease  in  population  over  the  twenty  years. 

In  the  Atcham  R.D.  considerable  progress  has  been  made  with 
regard  to  the  extensions  to  the  West  Atcham  and  Pimhill  water 
supplies,  which  will  result  in  many  more  farms  and  dwelling-houses 
being  supplied  from  these  sources. 

All  the  Councils  have  adopted  the  Model  Bye-Laws  of  the 
Ministry  of  Food  with  regard  to  the  preparation  and  wrapping, 
etc.,  of  foodstuffs.  During  the  year  no  epidemics  of  food  poisoning 
were  reported  in  the  districts. 

James  L.  Gregory, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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GENERAL  STATISTICS 


The  following  are  certain  general  statistics  : — 

Atcham  R.D.  Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  the 


population — mid-1950  .  20,190 

Area  (in  acres)  .  134,465 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  ...  5,847 

Rateable  Value  ...  ...  ...  £74,107 

Product  of  Id.  rate  ...  ...  ...  £303 


Bishop’s  Castle  Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  the 


M.B.  population — mid-1950  .  1,320 

Area  (in  acres)  ...  ...  ...  1,867 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  ...  417 

Rateable  Value  ...  ...  ...  £6,149 

Product  of  Id.  rate  ...  ...  ...  £24 


Church  Stretton  Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  the 


U.D.  population — mid-1950  ...  ...  2,570 

Area  (in  acres)  ...  ...  ...  6,085 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  ...  795 

Rateable  Value  ...  ...  ...  £22,203 

Product  of  Id.  rate  ...  ...  ...  £89 


Clun  R.D.  Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  the 


population — mid-1950  ...  ...  9,760 

Area  (in  acres)  ...  ...  ...  132,512 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  ...  2,970 

Rateable  Value  ...  ...  ...  £24,272 

Product  of  Id.  rate  .  ...  £97 


Wenlock  M.B.  Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  the 


population — mid-1950  ...  ...  15,050 

Area  (in  acres)  ...  ...  ...  22,657 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  ...  4,552 

Rateable  Value  . £48,958 

Product  of  Id.  rate  ...  ...  ...  £188 


South  West  Salop  Area  of  the  district  (in  acres)  ...  297,586 

United  Districts  Total  estimated  population .  48,890 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  ...  14,581 

Rateable  Value  ...  ...  ...£175,689 

Product  of  Id.  rate  ...  ...  ...  £701 
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ATCHAM  RURAL  DISTRICT 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


Total 

M. 

F. 

Live  Births — Legitimate 

...  366 

182 

184 

Illegitimate  ... 

30 

21 

9 

Totals 

...  396 

203 

193 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  population  = 

20.7 

Still  Births — Legitimate  . 

9 

6 

3 

Illegitimate  ... 

— 

.  - 

— 

Totals 

9 

6 

3 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  total  births 

=  20.0 

Deaths  . 

...  228 

112 

116 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  population  =  10.6 
Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes  : — 

No.  of  Rate  per  1 ,000 
deaths  total  births 

(a)  From  puerperal  sepsis  ...  ...  Nil 

(b)  From  other  puerperal  causes  ...  Nil 


Totals  ...  ...  ...  Nil 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  : — 


(a)  Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  live 

legitimate  births  ... 

(b)  Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  live 

illegitimate  births 

(c)  All  infants  per  1,000  total  live  births 


No.  of  Rate  per  1,000 
deaths  live  births 

6  16 

1  33 

7  17 


Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  30 

„  „  Measles  (all  ages) . — 

„  ,,  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  .  — 

,,  ,,  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age)  ...  ...  — 

,,  „  Tuberculosis  :  Pulmonary  .  6 

Non-pulmonary  ...  ...  ...  — 

,,  „  Acute  Poliomyelitis  .  4 
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BOROUGH  OF  BISHOP’S  CASTLE 
VITAL  STATISTICS 


Total 

M. 

F. 

Live  Births — Legitimate  . 

17 

10 

7 

Illegitimate  ... 

4 

2 

2 

Totals 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  population  = 

21 

19.7 

12 

9 

Still  Births — Legitimate  . 

Nil 

_ 

— 

Illegitimate  ... 

Nil 

— 

— 

Totals 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  total  births 

Nil 

=  Nil 

— 

— 

Deaths  . 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  population  = 

20 

=  9.3 

9 

11 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes 

No.  of 

Rate  per  1,000 

deaths 

total  births 

(a)  From  puerperal  sepsis 

Nil 

— 

(b)  From  other  puerperal  causes 

Nil 

— 

Totals 

Nil 

_ 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  : — 

No.  of  Rate  per  1,000 
deaths  live  births 

(a)  Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  live 

legitimate  births .  Nil  — 

(b)  Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  live 

illegitimate  births  ...  ...  Nil  — 

(c)  All  infants  per  1,000  total  live  births  Nil  — 


Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  ...  . 

„  ,,  Measles  (all  ages) . 

,,  „  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages) 

,,  ,,  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age) 

„  „  Tuberculosis  :  Pulmonary 

Non-pulmonary  ... 
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CHURCH  STRETTON  URBAN  DISTRICT 
VITAL  STATISTICS 


Total 

M. 

F. 

Live  Births — Legitimate 

55 

25 

30 

Illegitimate  ... 

2 

— 

2 

Totals 

57 

25 

32 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  population  = 

Still  Births — Legitimate 

25.6 

1 

1 

Illegitimate  ... 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

1 

1 

1 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  total  births 

Deaths  . 

=  17.2 

43 

17 

26 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  population  =  10.8 

( 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes  : — 

No.  of  Rate  per  1,000 
deaths  total  births 

(a)  From  puerperal  sepsis  ...  ...  Nil  — 

(b)  From  other  puerperal  causes  ...  Nil  — 


Totals  ...  ...  ...  - .  ■ 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  : — 

No.  of  Rate  per  1,000 


deaths 

live  births 

(a)  Legitimate  infants  per 

1 ,000  live 

legitimate  births  ... 

.  1 

18.1 

(b)  Illegitimate  infants  per 

1,000  live 

illegitimate  births 

— 

— 

(c)  All  infants  per  1 ,000  total  live  births  i 

17.5 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages) 

...  5 

„  ,,  Measles  (all  ages) . 

...  — 

„  ,,  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  . 

...  — 

,,  ,,  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age) 

...  — 

„  ,,  Tuberculosis  :  Pulmonary  . 

...  2 

Non-pulmonary  ... 

...  — 
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CLUN  RURAL  DISTRICT 
VITAL  STATISTICS 


Total 

M. 

F. 

Live  Births — Legitimate  . 

174 

83 

91 

Illegitimate  ... 

9 

4 

5 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  population  =  23.0 

Still  Births — Legitimate  . 

2 

1 

1 

Illegitimate  ... 

— 

— 

— 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  total  births  =  10.8 

Deaths  . 

132 

76 

56 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  population  =  11.0 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes  : — 

No.  of 

Rate  per  1,000 

deaths 

total  births 

(a)  From  puerperal  sepsis  . 

Nil 

— 

(b)  From  other  puerperal  causes 

Nil 

— 

Totals  . 

Nil 

— 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  : — 

No.  of 

Rate  per  1,000 

deaths 

live  births 

(a)  Legitimate  children  per  1,000  live 

legitimate  births  ... 

4 

23 

(b)  Illegitimate  children  per  1,000  live 

illegitimate  births...  ... 

— 

— 

(c)  All  infants  per  1 ,000  total  live  births 

4 

21 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  . 

...  17 

„  „  Measles  (all  ages) . 

... 

...  — 

„  „  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages) 

...  — 

,,  ,,  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years) 

...  — 

„  „  Tuberculosis  :  Pulmonary 

1 

Non-pulmonary  ... 

... 

...  — 
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BOROUGH  OF  WENLOCK 
VITAL  STATISTICS 


Total  M. 

Live  Births — Legitimate  ...  ...  ...  275  140 

Illegitimate  ...  ...  ...  15  9 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  population  =  20.9 

Still  Births — Legitimate  ...  ...  ...  12  7 

Illegitimate  ...  ...  ...  —  — 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  total  births  =  39.7 

Deaths  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  180  87 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  population  =  11.1 


F. 

135 

6 


5 


93 


Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes  : — 


(a)  From  puerperal  sepsis 

(b)  From  other  puerperal  causes 

Totals 


No.  of  Rate  per  1,000 
deaths  total  births 

1  3.3 


3  3.3 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  : — 

No.  of 
deaths 

(a)  Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  live 

legitimate  births  ...  ...  ...  7 

(b)  Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  live 

illegitimate  births  ...  ...  3 

(c)  All  infants  per  1,000  total  live  births  10 


Rate  per  1,000 
live  births 

25 


200 

34 


Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  ...  . 

„  „  Measles  (all  ages) . 

„  „  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages) 

,,  „  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age) 

,,  ,,  Tuberculosis  :  Pulmonary 

Non-pulmonary  ... 


ft 


24 


2 


Poliomyelitis 


2 
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SECTION  A 

SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  AND  VITAL  STATISTICS 

With  the  exception  of  parts  of  the  Wenlock  Borough,  the  chief 
industry  in  the  areas  is  agriculture  and,  of  course,  the  trades  associ¬ 
ated  with  it.  Church  Stretton  is  mainly  residential  and  a  holiday 
centre,  and  Bishop’s  Castle  is  a  centre  for  a  large  farming  district 
which  surrounds  it.  In  the  Atcham  R.D.  there  are  factories  at 
Minsterley,  and  many  of  the  younger  members  of  the  community 
travel  into  Shrewsbury  to  work.  There  continues  to  be  very  little 
unemployment  in  the  area.  The  shortage  of  houses  is  still  one  of  the 
chief  problems  to  be  faced  by  all  the  Councils,  and  this  is  accom¬ 
panied  by  a  gradual  deterioration  of  many  of  the  older  houses,  the 
owners  of  which  cannot  afford  to  keep  them  in  habitable  condition. 

The  Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  population  at  mid- 1950  is 
given  as  48,890  for  the  combined  districts,  which  figure  is  514  more 
than  estimated  population  in  1949. 

In  July,  1951,  the  preliminary  figures  of  population  as  ascer¬ 
tained  from  the  Census  taken  in  March,  1951,  have  been  published, 
and  are  given  below  along  with  the  figures  from  the  Census  taken  in 
1931.  The  new  Census  figures  do  not  differ  very  greatly  from  the 
estimated  figures  for  1950,  except  in  the  case  of  the  Atcham  R.D., 
where  the  difference  is  1,084. 


Increase 

Per- 

Area 

Population 

or 

centage 

1931 

1951 

Decrease 

+  or  — 

Atcham  R.D. 

...  19,576 

21,274 

+  1,698 

+  8.7% 

Bishop’s  Castle  ... 

1,352 

1,291 

—  61 

—4.5% 

Church  Stretton 

2,398 

2,580 

+  182 

+  7.6% 

Clun  R.D. 

...  10,673 

9,764 

—  909 

—8.5% 

Wenlock  M.B.  ... 

...  14,149 

15,093 

+  944 

+  6.7% 

South  West  Salop 

...  48,148 

50,002 

+  1,854 

+  3.9% 

The  above  figures  show  that  there  has  been  no  very  large  per¬ 
centage  increase  in  any  of  the  districts  during  the  last  twenty 
years,  and  that  a  decrease  has  taken  place  in  the  Clun  R.D.  and  at 
Bishop’s  Castle  M.B.  Some  of  the  increase  in  the  Atcham  R.D.  is  no 
doubt  due  to  the  fact  that  many  people  who  have  work  in  Shrews¬ 
bury  have  been  unable  to  find  houses  there  and  reside  in  the  rural 
district.  It  may  be  noted  that  the  increase  in  the  population  of 
Shrewsbury  town  is  22.3  per  cent,  in  the  twenty  years  period. 

On  looking  at  the  estimated  figure  of  population  in  1939  (45,380), 
it  will  be  seen  that  the  population  had  fallen  nearly  3,000  from  the 
Census  in  1931.  From  1939  to  1949  it  increased  again  to  just  above 
the  Census  figure,  namely,  to  a  total  of  48,376. 


11 


NOTES  ON  VITAL  STATISTICS 

Births 

A  total  of  947  births  were  registered,  which  number  is  21  more 
than  last  year,  but  less  than  in  1947  or  1948.  The  birth  rate  was 
19.3  per  1,000  of  the  population.  (The  birth  rate  for  England  and 
Wales  was  15.8.)  The  rates  given  in  the  Statistical  Tables  for  each 
district  are  the  “  corrected  ”  rates  after  allowance  has  been  made 
for  the  age  and  sex  distribution  of  the  population. 

Of  the  total  births,  60  were  illegitimate,  and  this  equals  6  per 
cent,  of  the  total.  The  excess  of  births  over  deaths  was  344,  and 


constitutes  the  “  natural  ”  increase  of  the  population, 
table  shows  the  number  of  births  in  each  area  and  the 
birth  rate  : — 

The  following 
“  corrected  ” 

District 

Total 

Births 

Comparability 

Factor 

Corrected 
Birth  Rate 

Atcham  R.D. 

...  396 

1.06 

20.7 

Bishop’s  Castle  ... 

...  21 

1.24 

19.7 

Church  Stretton... 

...  57 

1.16 

25.6 

Clun  R.D. 

...  183 

1.23 

23.0 

Wenlock  M.B.  ... 

...  290 

1.09 

20.9 

Still  Births 

The  total  number  registered  was  24  (Atcham  9,  Church  Stretton 
1,  Clun  2,  and  Wenlock  12).  This  gives  a  Still  Birth  rate  per  1,000 
total  births  of  24.7.  (England  and  Wales,  22.6.)  If  the  number  of 
Still  Births  is  added  to  the  number  of  deaths  of  infants  under  one 
year  of  age,  the  total  loss  of  infants  equals  47.8  per  1,000  total 
births.  This  is  the  same  as  last  year,  and  is  lower  than  the  same  rate 
for  the  country  as  a  whole. 

Infantile  Mortality 

There  were  22  infant  deaths,  and  the  I.M.R.  equals  23.2  per 
1,000  live  births.  This  is  a  very  low  rate  indeed,  and  compares 
favourably  with  the  rate  of  29.8  for  England  and  Wales.  Of  the 
22  infant  deaths,  11  were  of  infants  under  one  month  old.  The 
Neonatal  Death  rate  is  therefore  11.6. 

The  infant  deaths  were  distributed  as  follows  :  Atcham  R.D.,  7  ; 
Church  Stretton  U.D.,  1  ;  Clun  R.D.,  4  ;  and  Wenlock  M.B.,  10. 

Puerperal  Deaths 

One  death  took  place  from  a  cause  associated  with  childbirth, 
and  this  gives  a  rate  of  1.02  per  1,000  live  and  stillbirths. 
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Deaths  and  Death  Rates 

A  total  of  603  deaths  were  registered,  and  the  crude  death  rate 
is  therefore  12.3  per  1,000  of  the  population.  The  “  corrected  ” 
death  rate  for  the  combined  districts  is  10.90,  and  this  figure  com¬ 
pares  favourably  with  the  death  rate  for  the  country- — 11.6. 

The  following  are  the  numbers  of  deaths  in  the  separate  areas, 
together  with  the  “  crude  ”  death  rates,  comparability  figures,  and 


the  “  corrected  ’ 

’  death  rates. 

Number 

Compar¬ 

District 

Population 

of 

Crude 

ability 

Corrected 

Deaths 

D.R. 

Factor 

D.R. 

Atcham  R.D.  ... 

...  20,190 

228 

11.3 

0.94 

10.6 

Bishop’s  Castle 

1,320 

20 

15.1 

0.62 

9.3 

Church  Stretton 

2,570 

43 

16.7 

0.65 

10.8 

Clun  R.D. 

9,760 

132 

13.5 

0.82 

11.0 

Wenlock  M.B. 

...  15,050 

180 

11.9 

0.94 

11.1 

It  will  be  observed  that  in  all  the  districts  the  birth  rates  are 
higher  than  for  the  country,  and  the  death  rates  are  lower  after 
they  have  been  corrected  for  age  and  sex  distribution.  The  mortality 
of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  is  also  low,  and  this,  taken  along 
with  the  low  death*  rate  from  tuberculosis,  is  an  indication  that 
health  conditions  in  the  districts  are  satisfactory  as  compared  with 
the  whole  country.  Particulars  regarding  the  deaths  from  tuber¬ 
culosis  in  the  different  districts  will  be  found  in  Section  F  of  the 
Report. 
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SECTION  B 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 
Staff 

The  names  and  qualifications  of  the  officials  in  the  Health 
Departments  are  given  at  the  beginning  of  the  Report. 

In  the  Atcham  R.D.,  Mr.  G.  S.  Banks  resigned  on  obtaining 
another  appointment,  and  his  place  has  been  taken  by  Mr.  R.  W. 
Garrood. 

At  Bishop’s  Castle  some  difficulty  was  experienced  in  filling  the 
Sanitary  Inspector’s  post,  but  Mr.  Leslie  Allen  has  now  been 
appointed  as  from  the  1st  December,  1950. 

In  the  Clun  R.D.,  Mr.  H.  A.  Elliott  has  resigned  from  the  post  of 
Sanitary  Inspector,  which  he  has  held  for  many  years,  as  he  has 
accepted  the  appointment  of  Clerk  to  the  Council.  His  place  as 
Senior  Inspector  has  been  taken  by  Mr.  H.  Bramwell,  and  Mr. 
D.  H.  Young  was  appointed  on  1st  January,  1951,  as  an  additional 
Sanitary  Inspector. 

There  are  no  changes  to  record  at  Church  Stretton  or  in  the 
Borough  of  Wenlock. 

Laboratory  Facilities 

As  in  former  years,  full  use  has  been  made  of  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory  at  Shrewsbury,  where  all  the  work  in  connection  with 
the  examination  of  water,  milk,  and  other  samples  is  undertaken. 
Chemical  examinations  of  water  samples  are  carried  out  at  the 
Laboratory  at  Chester. 

Reports  are  also  received  from  the  laboratory  on  specimens 
sent  in  by  the  doctors  in  the  districts  for  diagnostic  purposes,  and  in 
this  way  the  health  officials  obtain  immediate  information  regarding 
possible  infectious  cases. 

The  work  of  the  laboratory  is  invaluable  as  a  help  in  the  control 
of  the  Public  Health,  and  my  thanks  are  due  to  Dr.  C.  A.  Jones  and 
his  staff  for  their  co-operation  when  this  is  needed. 

Ambulance  Services 

The  ambulance  service  has  functioned  well  during  the  year,  and 
no  complaints  have  been  received  by  Health  Officers  of  any  undue 
delay  in  obtaining  the  services  of  an  ambulance  when  required.  In 
addition  to  the  fleet  of  ambulances  maintained  by  the  County  Council 
at  Shrewsbury,  there  are  also  ambulances  stationed  at  Much  Wen- 
lock  and  Bishop’s  Castle.  At  present  there  is  no  ambulance  in  the 
populated  area  of  Madeley  and  Ironbridge,  and  as  this  is  some 
distance  from  Shrewsbury  or  Much  Wenlock,  it  might  be  considered 
as  to  whether  an  ambulance  could  be  stationed  in  this  area. 
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The  telephone  numbers  of  the  ambulance  stations  mentioned  are 
as  follows  : — 

Cross  Houses  242 
Bishop’s  Castle  42 
Much  Wenlock  203 

Hospitals 

All  hospitals  in  the  area  are  now  under  the  control  of  the 
Regional  Hospital  Board.  All  applications  for  beds  should  be  made 
to  the  Bed  Bureau  at  the  Royal  Salop  Infirmary,  Shrewsbury 
(Telephone  Number,  Shrewsbury  2056). 

Infectious  diseases  are  admitted  to  Monkmoor  Hospital,  Shrews¬ 
bury  (Telephone,  Shrewsbury  2510).  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
should  be  notified  before  a  case  of  infectious  disease  is  sent  in  to 
hospital,  and  he  can  then  make  arrangements  for  the  admission. 

A  matter  which  is  becoming  increasingly  important  is  the  pro¬ 
vision  of  accommodation  for  old  persons,  some  of  whom  may  be  ill, 
while  others  are  merely  in  need  of  some  attention,  but  not  actually 
requiring  nursing  or  medical  treatment.  For  those  who  can  look 
after  themselves,  the  County  Welfare  Department  provide  accom¬ 
modation,  but  those  who  need  nursing,  etc.,  have  to  go  to  hospital, 
as  there  are  no  nursing  facilities  in  other  institutions.  Difficulties 
arise  sometimes  with  cases  who  do  not  fit  exactly  into  either  category 
and  especially  with  those  whose  condition  is  more  or  less  chronic. 
It  is  natural  that  hospitals  cannot  have  their  beds  occupied  with 
chronic  cases,  as  there  would  not  be  enough  beds  for  those  requiring 
urgent  medical  or  surgical  treatment.  It  would  seem  that  some 
further  sort  of  provision  will  have  to  be  made  for  old  people  who 
require  a  certain  amount  of  nursing,  but  who  are  not  actually 
bed-ridden. 

Nursing  in  the  Home 

This  work  is  carried  out  by  the  District  Nurses,  Midwives,  and 
Health  Visitors,  and  particulars  will  be  found  in  the  reports  of  the 
County  Medical  Officer  and  the  Shropshire  Nursing  Federation. 

Home  Help  Service 

This  service  is  intended  to  supply  domestic  help  to  families 
where  the  mother  is  ill  or  in  other  cases  of  illness,  etc.  In  Shropshire 
the  work  is  organised  by  the  Womens’  Voluntary  Service  for  the 
County  Council,  and  is  under  the  direction  of  Mrs.  Martin  Wilson, 
to  whom  I  am  indebted  for  the  following  particulars  of  the  work  done 
during  the  year. 

Atcham  R.D. — There  is  no  Centre  in  the  area,  but  many  applica¬ 
tions  are  received  from  the  Atcham  R.D.  at  the  Shrewsbury  office. 
The  work  at  this  Centre  has  increased  during  the  year,  and  there  are 
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now  55  Home  Helps,  of  which  number  27  are  full-time  and  28  part- 
time.  Applications  have  increased  from  323  to  373,  and  the  money 
collected  during  the  year  was  £2,230. 

Bishop’s  Castle. — Here  there  is  a  separate  scheme,  in  which  one 
whole-time  Home  Help  is  employed  by  a  local  committee,  the 
Secretary  being  Mr.  F.  Lavender,  Bishop’s  Castle.  Visits  are  paid 
where  required,  and  a  fund  is  available  to  help  the  scheme. 

Church  Stretton  U.D. — The  number  of  Home  Helps  has  increased 
from  five  to  seven  since  the  previous  year,  and  of  these,  five  are  full¬ 
time.  The  hours  worked  have  increased  from  6,929  to  9,176,  while 
the  number  of  applications  has  risen  from  73  to  82.  The  total  sum 
collected  from  householders  was  £453,  this  being  an  increase  over 
that  for  the  previous  year.  Mrs.  Wilson  reports  that  the  service 
meets  a  real  need  in  Church  Stretton  and  the  surrounding  districts. 
Cases  have  been  helped  at  Dorrington  and  Leebotwood,  in  the 
Atcham  R.D.  The  voluntary  staff  at  the  centre  have  worked  very 
hard  and  enthusiastically. 

Clun  R.D. — There  is  no  Centre  in  the  district,  but  a  few  cases 
have  been  visited  by  the  Home  Help  from  Bishop’s  Castle  during  the 
year. 

Wenlock  Borough. — Unfortunately  at  the  present  time  there  is 
no  Home  Help  Centre  in  the  Wenlock  Borough,  and  as  the  Salop 
C.C.  have  decided  for  reasons  of  economy  not  to  develop  any  further 
Centres  of  this  kind  or  allow  any  increase  in  staff,  it  is  doubtful 
when  it  will  be  possible  to  extend  the  service  to  the  Borough.  There 
is  great  need  for  Home  Helps  in  the  area,  but  at  present  only  a  few 
cases  can  be  assisted  from  the  Wellington  Centre,  where  there  are 
10  full-time  and  12  part-time  Home  Helps. 

Changes  in  social  conditions  in  the  home  and  family  life  generally, 
the  increased  industrial  employment  of  women,  and  the  almost 
complete  disappearance  of  domestic  servants,  have  led  to  an 
increased  difficulty  in  obtaining  help  from  relations  or  paid  help  in 
the  home  from  others  in  the  emergencies  of  child-birth,  illness  or 
old  age  and  death,  with  a  consequent  increase  in  the  demand  for 
institutional  accommodation.  This  demand  cannot  always  be  met, 
and  it  is  in  such  cases  that  the  Home  Help  Service  can  be  of  so  much 
use.  Those  families  who  can  pay  for  the  services  rendered  are  asked 
to  do  so,  and  only  in  deserving  cases  is  help  given  at  reduced  fees  or, 
in  some  cases,  free. 

In  the  case  of  old  persons  who  feel  that  their  domestic  work  is 
getting  too  much  for  them,  the  visits  of  a  Home  Help  may  mean 
that  they  can  remain  in  their  own  homes  instead  of  having  to  apply 
for  admission  to  an  institution. 
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Treatment  Centres  and  Clinics 

There  are  three  combined  Clinics  (Ante-Natal,  School,  and 
Infant  Welfare)  at  Bishop’s  Castle,  Church  Stretton  and  Ironbridge. 
These  are  under  the  control  of  the  County  Council  Health  Depart¬ 
ment,  and  are  open  as  follows  : — 

Bishop’s  Castle  :  First  and  third  Fridays  each  month. 

Church  Stretton  :  First  and  third  Thursdays  each  month. 
Ironbridge  :  Friday  afternoons,  weekly. 

Broseley  :  Thursday  afternoons,  fortnightly. 

It  is  hoped  that  the  County  Council  will  be  able  to  open  a  Clinic 
at  Much  Wenlock  in  1952  if  suitable  premises  can  be  got. 

The  Wenlock  Borough  Council  are  also  anxious  that  a  Clinic 
should  be  opened  at  Madeley,  but  so  far  suitable  premises  have  not 
been  obtained.  It  is  rather  too  far  to  expect  mothers  to  take  their 
infants  from  Madeley  to  Ironbridge  for  consultations,  and  a  Centre 
at  Madeley  would  be  a  great  help  to  many  mothers. 

There  is  an  arrangement  with  the  Shrewsbury  Corporation 
whereby  infants  can  be  taken  to  the  Shrewsbury  Clinic  from  the 
Atcham  R.D.  In  such  cases,  however,  a  fairly  long  journey  by 
omnibus  might  be  necessary.  There  is  need  for  a  Clinic  at  Pontesbury, 
which  might  serve  Minsterley  as  well. 

Venereal  Diseases  Clinic 

This  is  held  at  1  Belmont,  Shrewsbury,  at  the  following  times  : — 
Males  :  Tuesday  and  Friday,  6  to  8  p.m. 

Females  :  Monday  and  Wednesday,  2  to  4  p.m. 

Chest  Clinic 

This  is  held  at  17  Belmont,  Shrewsbury  (Tel.  No.  Shrewsbury 
3068).  Cases  are  usually  referred  to  the  Clinic  by  their  own  doctor. 

Diphtheria  Immunisation 

Children  can  be  immunised  at  schools,  Welfare  Centres  and 
Clinics,  or  by  their  own  family  doctor  at  home.  In  all  cases  the 
immunisation  is  free.  Application  should  be  made  either  at  the 
various  Clinics  or  to  the  County  Health  Department,  College  Hill, 
Shrewsbury. 

Particulars  as  regards  the  numbers  of  children  immunised  during 
the  year  are  published  in  the  Annual  Report  of  the  County  Medical 
Officer  of  Health.  There  were  no  cases  of  diphtheria  notified  in  any 
of  the  Districts  during  the  year. 
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SECTION  C 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 

HOUSING 

This  section  of  the  Report  deals  with  water  supplies,  sewerage 
and  sewage  disposal,  public  cleansing,  and  other  matters  which 
concern  environmental  hygiene.  At  one  time,  when  modern  Public 
Health  Services  may  be  said  to  have  started,  it  was  chiefly  with  the 
safeguarding  of  water  supplies  that  they  were  concerned.  Later  on, 
in  the  latter  years  of  last  century,  the  discovery  of  the  causes  of  so 
many  of  the  infectious  diseases  resulted  in  more  attention  being  paid 
to  the  prevention  of  such  diseases,  including,  of  course,  their  isolation 
in  hospital. 

Later  still,  we  can  trace  a  new  field  opening  up  in  the  shape  of 
the  personal  health  services,  which  include  the  School  Medical 
Service,  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare,  and  now  the  care  of  the  elderly 
members  of  the  community.  All  these  new  services  have  tended  to 
take  away  the  attention  of  many  Health  Officers  from  their  primary 
function,  which  was  to  protect  the  community  from  ill-health  by 
ensuring  that  the  conditions  under  which  people  lived  were  satis¬ 
factory.  The  treatment  of  disease  has  now  been  transferred  to  the 
Hospital  Boards,  and  this  may  result  in  Health  Officers  being  able 
to  devote  more  attention  to  their  true  vocation — the  prevention  of 
disease. 

We  are  apt  to  take  so  much  for  granted  now-a-days  with  regard 
to  all  the  amenities  which  we  enjoy  in  modern  living  conditions. 
People  grumble  about  the  “  rates  ”  without  ever  taking  the  trouble 
to  find  out  exactly  what  is  being  provided  for  the  rates  they  are  asked 
to  pay.  It  was  recently  pointed  out  that  if  a  country  cottage  is 
rated  at  £4  per  annum,  and  the  water  rate  is  2s.  6d.  in  the  £,  the 
total  cost  to  that  cottage  for  a  water  supply,  which  has  to  be  pumped, 
chlorinated  or  filtered,  and  distributed  is  only  2^d.  a  week,  or  the 
price  of  one  cigarette. 

Particulars  of  the  various  services  have  been  supplied  in  great 
part  by  the  Inspectors  and  Surveyors  in  the  districts,  to  whom  I  am 
very  much  indebted. 


ATCHAM  RURAL  DISTRICT 

Water  Supplies 

There  was  no  shortage  of  water  in  the  district  during  the  year, 
and  the  rainfall  during  the  summer  and  autumn  months  was  above 
the  average.  The  Council’s  two  main  supplies  (West  Atcham  and 
Pimhill)  were  adequate  for  the  demands  made  on  them,  the  pumping 
and  rest  water  levels  remaining  constant.  The  Surveyor  reports  that 
consumption  of  water  from  these  two  supplies  increased  by  over 
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13  million  gallons,  due  to  the  new  water  mains  and  new  connections 
made  during  the  year.  The  following  figures  show  the  number  of 
properties  served  by  thejp  two  supplies  : — 

Properties  Changes  in 


Served  Numbers 

Domestic  connections  ...  ...  967  +231 

Keys  for  Stand  Pipes  ...  ...  ...  700  — -  32 

Metered  supplies  ...  ...  ...  405  +  73 


Purity  of  Supplies 

Samples  from  both  the  Council’s  supplies  are  taken  every  two 
weeks,  and  have  all  proved  satisfactory.  Samples  of  the  raw  water 
are  also  taken,  and  these,  too,  show  both  waters  to  be  of  great 
purity  at  source.  Both  waters  are  hard  in  quality,  and  would  be  best 
softened.  A  hard  water  uses  more  soap,  causes  “  furring  ”  of  boilers, 
which  results  in  increased  expense  for  fuel,  and  tends  to  destroy  all 
galvanised  tanks  in  a  short  time.  The  Council  have  considered  the 
question  of  having  the  waters  softened,  but  the  matter  is  deferred  in 
the  meantime.  Out  of  a  total  of  nearly  six  thousand  houses  in  the 
area,  about  one-third  are  now  receiving  their  water  supply  from  the 
Council’s  two  supplies.  Elsewhere  there  are  a  number  of  small 
estate  supplies,  some  of  which  also  supply  villages.  The  remainder 
of  the  houses  get  water  from  wells,  and  these  vary  a  good  deal  in 
their  safety,  some  being  satisfactory,  while  others  are  more  or  less 
polluted  by  surface  water.  In  cases  where  samples  show  a  well 
water  to  be  unsatisfactory,  visits  are  paid,  and  advice  given  with 
regard  to  having  the  well  safeguarded. 

Extensions  to  West  Atcham  and  Pimhill  Supplies 

The  laying  of  water  mains  in  Sections  1,  2  and  3  has  been  com¬ 
pleted  during  the  year,  and  the  new  reservoir  at  Pulverbatch  is  also 
completed.  The  total  length  of  these  new  mains  is  thirty-two  miles, 
and  the  following  villages  are  now  supplied  : — 

Section  1. — Stapleton,  Exford’s  Green,  Longdon  Common, 
Wrentnall,  Church  and  Castle  Pulverbatch. 

Section  2. — Yockleton,  Stoney  Stretton,  Westbury,  Row- 
ton,  Wattlesboro’,  Halfway  House,  Cardeston  and  Ford  Heath. 

Section  3. — Montford  Bridge,  Montford,  Shrawardine, 
Ensdon,  and  Nib’s  Heath. 

It  will  be  recalled  that  a  total  of  fifty  miles  of  extensions  to  the 
mains  are  planned  for,  and  that  when  these  are  all  laid,  a  total  of 
703  houses,  172  farms  and  7  schools  will  be  supplied  by  them. 

Future  Plans  for  Water  Supplies 

1.  West  Atcham  and  Pimhill  Supplies. 

The  completion  of  the  fifty  miles  extension  scheme. 

2.  East  Atcham  Water  Supply  Scheme 
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It  is  expected  that  the  purchase  by  the  Council  of  the  bore¬ 
hole  and  plant  at  the  Atcham  Aerodrome  will  be  completed  on 
the  25th  March,  1951. 

It  is  proposed  to  sink  a  24  in.  diameter  borehole  beside  the 
existing  borehole  at  this  site  to  supply  the  eastern  portions  of 
the  district  from  Astley  in  the  north  to  Buildwas  in  the  east 
and  Leebotwood  and  Cardington  in  the  south,  if  a  fourteen-day 
continuous  pumping  test  will  give  sufficient  yield  for  these 
areas  (half  a  million  gallons  per  24  hours  will  be  required). 

If  this  supply  proves  adequate,  the  proposed  bulk  purchases 
of  water  from  the  Borough  of  Shrewsbury  will  not  be  required. 
3.  PlCKLESCOTT  WATER  SUPPLY 

The  possibility  of  relaying  and  extending  the  existing  water 
mains  in  Picklescott  to  feed  also  Smethcott  and  Woolstaston 
is  being  investigated. 

Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal 

The  only  disposal  works  of  any  size  is  that  at  Pontesbury,  and, 
as  previously  reported,  this  is  in  a  bad  state  of  repair,  and  the 
effluent  was  unsatisfactory  when  a  sample  was  last  taken.  Owing  to 
the  number  of  new  houses  connected  to  the  sewers  and  to  the 
probability  of  future  growth  of  the  village,  these  works  will  have 
to  be  reconstructed  sooner  or  later. 

At  Cross  Houses  the  sewerage  and  disposal  scheme  for  the 
village  has  been  completed.  Properties  which  were  connected  to  the 
old  sewer  have  been  connected  to  the  new  one,  and  also  all  the 
Council  Houses  and  other  properties  not  previously  sewered. 

At  Bayston  Hill  the  present  rather  primitive  scheme  is  over¬ 
loaded,  and  periodically  gives  rise  to  a  nuisance.  The  plan  to  connect 
all  the  proposed  sewers  for  the  area  to  the  Borough  of  Shrewsbury’s 
trunk  sewer  has  been  further  delayed,  as  the  Jatter  has  not  yet  been 
constructed,  but  it  is  expected  that  work  on  it  will  commence  this 
year  (1951). 

At  Minsterley,  where  the  need  of  sewerage  is  urgent,  the  scheme 
is  still  under  consideration.  The  Surveyor  reports  that  considerable 
technical  difficulties  are  involved.  The  new  Council  houses  have  a 
small  scheme  of  their  own. 

At  Cressage  there  has  still  been  delay  in  proceeding  with  a 
scheme  for  the  district,  as  the  question  of  a  water  supply  has  not 
yet  been  solved. 

Housing  Sites 

Buildwas. — A  water  main  is  to  be  laid  in  March,  1951,  from  the 
East  Shropshire  Water  Board’s  Main  at  Ironbridge  to  Buildwas. 
Although  primarily  intended  to  supply  the  Council’s  housing  estate 
at  Buildwas,  this  new  main  will  supply  other  properties  along  its 
route. 
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A  sewage  disposal  works  scheme  for  the  new  Council  houses  has 
been  prepared  and,  if  approved  by  the  Ministry,  will  deal  also  with 
sewage  from  other  village  properties. 

Atcham. — A  borehole  has  been  sunk  on  the  Council’s  housing 
site  at  Atcham  Village  to  supply  water  to  the  new  Council  houses 
which  are  being  built  there.  It  will  also  be  possible  to  supply  other 
properties  in  the  village  if  required. 

A  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  works  is  under  construction  for 
the  new  houses,  and  a  further  scheme  for  dealing  with  other  proper¬ 
ties  has  been  prepared,  but  the  carrying  out  of  this  village  scheme 
has  been  deferred  in  the  meantime. 

Cruckton. — Sewers  and  disposal  works  for  the  Council’s  houses 
have  been  completed.  A  duplication  of  the  works  may  soon  be 
required  to  deal  with  sewage  from  neighbouring  properties. 

Cross  Houses. — A  water  main  has  been  laid  to  supply  the  new 
houses  from  the  Cross  Houses  Hospital  supply. 

Small  disposal  works  have  also  been  completed  for  the  Council’s 
housing  site  at  Upton  Magna,  and  a  further  works  is  proposed  for  the 
Wallop  housing  site. 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal 

There  has  been  no  change  in  the  system  of  collection.  Disposal 
is  by  means  of  “  tips  ”  at  various  parts  of  the  area.  No  complaint  of 
nuisance  has  been  received  regarding  any  of  the  tips.  The  collection 
is  fortnightly  throughout  the  district. 

Pest  Control 

The  duty  of  keeping  down  rats  on  premises  other  than  farms  is 
now  laid  upon  the  Local  Authority.  On  farms  it  is  the  duty  of  the 
Ministry  of  Agriculture.  This  dual  control  will  only  be  successful  if 
there  is  close  co-operafion  between  the  two  responsible  authorities, 
as  otherwise  a  village  might  be  cleared  of  rats,  only  to  be  invaded 
by  a  colony  from  a  nearby  farm.  The  Council  have  appointed  a  rat 
catcher  to  deal  with  infested  premises,  etc.,  in  their  district. 

BOROUGH  OF  BISHOPS  CASTLE 

Water  Supply 

The  summer  and  autumn  months  were  wet  as  compared  with  the 
previous  year,  and  therefore  there  was  no  serious  shortage  of  water 
in  the  town.  With  the  exception  of  some  outlying  houses,  practically 
all  the  houses  are  on  the  town  mains,  and,  in  addition,  a  few  houses 
in  the  Clun  R.D.  are  supplied. 

Particulars  of  the  source  of  supply,  etc.,  have  been  given  in 
previous  reports.  The  supply  is  an  upland  surface  one  from  the 
gathering  ground  above  Maesgwyn,  and  is  brought  to  a  reservoir  at 
the  Cabin,  above  the  town,  where  it  is  filtered  and  chlorinated. 
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During  the  year  twelve  samples  were  submitted  for  bacteriolo¬ 
gical  examination,  and  of  these  all  but  one,  in  the  month  of  August, 
were  satisfactory.  Provided  the  chlorination  plant  is  efficient  and  is 
attended  to  regularly,  the  supply  can  be  considered  safe  for  con¬ 
sumption.  No  chemical  examination  was  made  of  a  sample  during 
the  year. 

The  Council  have  had  under  constant  consideration  during  the 
year  the  question  of  how  best  to  obtain  an  increased  supply,  but  so 
far  no  definite  decision  has  been  come  to.  The  provision  of  a  larger 
reservoir  at  the  Cabin,  in  which  a  supply  of  water  for  several  weeks 
could  be  stored,  would  seem  the  most  obvious  solution,  but  this 
would  mean  a  considerable  expense.  An  alternative  would  be  to  find 
water  by  sinking  a  borehole  near  the  main,  so  that  water,  in  an 
emergency,  could  be  pumped  into  the  main.  As  the  consumption  of 
water  is  certain  to  increase  each  year,  it  is  of  importance  that  some 
solution  should  be  reached  as  soon  as  is  possible. 

Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal 

A  total  of  373  out  of  416  houses  are  connected  to  the  sewers.  No 
new  sewers  were  laid  during  the  year. 

A  sample  of  the  final  effluent  from  the  disposal  works  was  taken 
and  reported  on  as  follows  : — 

Parts  per  100,000 

Dissolved  oxygen  taken  up  in  5  days  at  65°  F.  ...  2.0 


Suspended  matter  (solids  in  suspension)  ...  6.0 

Oxygen  absorbed  from  permanganate  in  4  hours 

at  80°  F . 1.4 

Chlorine  in  Chlorides  ...  ...  ...  ...  7.7 

Reaction — pH  value  ...  ...  ...  ...  6.5 

Stability  test  (Methylene  Blue),  5  days...  ...  Satisfactory 


The  amount  of  suspended  matter  should  not  exceed  3  parts  per 
100,000,  otherwise  the  sample  is  a  satisfactory  one. 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal 

Refuse  is  collected  weekly  and  this  is  done  by  contract.  Disposal 
is  at  a  tip  at  Moat  Hill.  The  rats  are  kept  down  by  the  official  whose 
services  the  Council  share  with  the  Clun  R.D.C.  No  nuisance  has 
arisen  during  the  year. 

Pest  Control 

An  arrangement  has  been  come  to  with  the  Clun  R.D.C.  whereby 
one  week  in  six  of  their  official’s  time  is  given  to  the  work  of  rodent 
control  in  the  Borough.  The  work  includes  the  control  of  rats  on  the 
Council’s  own  premises,  sewage  disposal  works,  tip,  etc. 
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Salvage 

The  collection  of  salvage,  including  waste  paper,  in  the  Borough 
has  not  been  recommenced,  as  it  was  not  considered  to  be  profitable 
enough  to  do  so. 


CHURCH  STRETTON  URBAN  DISTRICT 
Water  Supply 

In  contrast  to  the  summer  of  1949,  when  there  was  a  long  period 
of  dry  weather,  resulting  in  a  shortage  of  supply,  the  weather  in 
1950  was  exceptionally  wet,  and  no  shortage  was  experienced  in  any 
of  the  three  supplies  to  the  town.  All  the  new  houses  in  the  area  have 
been  connected  to  the  supply,  and  the  total  number  of  houses  which 
are  connected  to  the  mains  is  now  673.  The  total  number  of  houses 
in  the  area  is  795,  so  that  all  but  122  are  connected  to  the  mains. 
These  latter  houses  are  chiefly  in  the  outlying  areas,  and  get  their 
water  supplies  from  wells  for  the  most  part. 

The  water  main  extension  to  Marshbrook  has  not  yet  been 
carried  out,  but  approval  has  been  given  by  the  Ministry,  and  it  is 
expected  that  work  on  this  extension  will  commence  in  1951. 

As  regards  purity  of  the  supplies,  a  total  of  fifty-six  samples  were 
taken  during  the  year,  and  submitted  for  bacteriological  examina¬ 
tion.  All  the  supplies  are  chlorinated,  but  the  chlorination  at  All 
Stretton  is  not  consistently  carried  out  as  has  been  previously 
reported.  The  taking  over  of  the  latter  supply  has  not  yet  been 
completed,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  this  will  not  be  delayed  further 
as  it  is  an  unsatisfactory  supply  from  many  aspects.  The  chlorinating 
plant  is  exposed  to  frost,  and  gets  frozen  up  in  cold  weather,  and  the 
reservoir  is  uncovered,  and  therefore  liable  to  be  polluted,  as  it  is 
situated  near  to  houses  and  to  a  foot-road. 

The  following  are  particulars  of  the  samples  taken  and  reported 


during  the  year  : — 

Number  of 

Non- 

Supply 

Samples 

Satis. 

Satis. 

New  Pool  Hollow 

...  12 

11 

1 

Town  Brook  Hollow  ... 

...  5 

5 

— 

All  Stretton  . 

...  18 

11 

7 

From  the  experience  gained  two  years  ago,  it  is  evident  that  in  a 
dry  summer  there  is  not  a  sufficient  supply  of  water  to  meet  the 
demands  of  the  town,  although  it  may  be  adequate  at  present  in  a 
wet  season,  such  as  has  been  experienced  in  1950.  Additional 
sources  of  supply  must  therefore  be  sought  as  the  demand  for  water 
is  increasing  each  year.  The  Council  have  this  matter  under  con¬ 
sideration  at  present,  and  may  be  able  to  get  an  emergency  supply 
from  a  borehole  in  the  town. 
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Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal 

The  17  new  houses  have  all  been  connected  to  the  sewers.  No 
new  sewers  have  been  laid  during  the  year,  and  the  various  schemes 
for  All  Stretton,  The  Narrows  and  Little  Stretton  have  not  yet  been 
commenced.  At  Little  Stretton  there  are  68  premises,  and  it  is 
hoped  that  47  of  these  will  be  able  to  be  connected  in  addition  to  the 
8  which  already  are  sewered. 

The  delay  in  carrying  out  of  the  scheme  for  All  Stretton  is 
holding  up  the  building  of  new  houses  there,  but  it  is  to  be  hoped 
that  the  new  disposal  works  will  soon  be  commenced. 

A  sample  of  the  final  effluent  from  the  disposal  works  was  taken 
on  12th  August,  1950,  and  the  following  is  the  report  on  it.  As 
previously  pointed  out,  the  effluent  is  greatly  diluted  by  the  amount 
of  storm  water  which  gains  access  to  the  sewers. 

Analysis  of  Sewage  Effluent 

Parts  per  100,000 

Dissolved  oxygen  taken  up  in  5  days  at  65°  F.  . . .  1.5 


Suspended  matter  ...  ...  ...  ...  1.0 

Oxygen  absorbed  from  permanganate  in  4  hours 

at  80°  F . 0.91 

Chlorine  in  chlorides  ...  ...  ...  ...  5.6 

Reaction  (pH)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7.0 

Stability  test  (Methylene  Blue),  5  days...  ...  Satisfactory 


This  sample  is  a  satisfactory  sewage  effluent. 

(Signed)  Harold  Lowe,  M.Sc. 

29th  August,  1950. 

Samples  were  also  taken  at  points  50  yards  above  and  50  yards 
below  the  point  of  entry  of  the  effluent  into  the  brook.  These  showed 
very  little  difference,  and  indicate  that  that  there  was  practically 
no  pollution  of  the  brook  on  the  day  of  sampling. 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal 

The  weekly  collection  from  all  houses  is  maintained  as  before. 
Rats  at  the  tip  have  been  kept  down  by  the  employee  who  is  shared 
with  Ludlow  R.D.C.,  and  devotes  part  of  his  time  at  Church  Stretton. 
Trees  have  been  planted  at  the  tip  to  screen  it  from  the  trunk  road. 
No  salvage  collections  were  made  during  the  year,  but  Councils 
have  again  been  asked  to  salvage  paper. 


CLUN  RURAL  DISTRICT 

Water  Supplies 

The  Surveyor  reports  that  there  was  no  shortage  of  water  in 
any  of  the  villages  during  the  year,  the  rainfall  in  the  summer  and 
autumn  being  above  the  average. 
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The  supplies  controlled  by  the  Council  proved  adequate  for  the 
districts  supplied,  and  elsewhere  most  of  the  houses  get  water  from 
wells  or  springs.  In  some  cases  there  are  small  private  estate  supplies. 
None  of  the  Council  supplies  are  chlorinated,  and  many  of  them  are 
subject  to  pollution  from  animal  sources  during  periods  of  heavy 
rainfall.  They  are,  however,  in  isolated  positions,  and  away  from 
sources  of  pollution  of  human  origin,  such  as  sewers,  cess-pits,  etc. 
A  total  of  20  samples  were  taken  from  these  Council  supplies  during 
the  year,  and  most  of  them  were  satisfactory,  but  unsatisfactory 
reports  were  received  as  regards  the  following  supplies  :  Newcastle, 
Marton,  Kempton,  Clunton,  and  from  the  supply  to  the  Council 
houses  at  Eyton  (Lydbury  North). 

A  further  number  of  69  samples  were  also  submitted  for  bac¬ 
teriological  examination.  Many  of  these  were  from  wells  and  from 
suggested  new  sources  of  supply. 

New  Water  Schemes 

At  Clungunford  the  Council’s  new  supply  for  the  village  and 
Aston-on-Clun,  etc.,  is  now  nearly  completed,  and  the  mains  have 
all  been  laid.  The  water  is  to  be  pumped  from  a  9  in.  borehole  near 
the  Council  houses  to  a  reservoir,  and  thence  distributed.  The  school 
at  Hopesay  will  be  supplied  by  this  scheme.  The  water  is  not  to  be 
chlorinated  or  otherwise  treated  before  passing  to  the  mains. 

Three  new  schemes  are  still  under  the  consideration  of  the 
Ministry,  viz.  : — 

1.  Chirbury,  Marton,  Rorrington,  Priest  Weston,  and  Bent 
Lont. 

2.  Norbury,  Wentnor,  Linley  and  More. 

3.  Edgton. 

In  each  case  steps  are  now  being  taken  to  acquire  the  necessary 
land  for  these  schemes. 

Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal 

The  disposal  scheme  at  Marton  has  now  been  completed,  and 
serves  the  village,  including  the  new  Council  houses.  The  proposal 
to  carry  out  the  new  sewerage  and  disposal  works  at  Clun  is  still 
under  consideration.  There  are  small  disposal  works  in  the  district, 
chiefly  to  serve  groups  of  Council  houses,  as  at  Newcastle,  Brockton 
(Worthen),  Chirbury  and  Snailbeach,  etc. 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal 

There  is  no  general  collection  throughout  the  area,  but  refuse  is 
collected  by  contract  at  Knighton  and  Clun  and  in  the  Parish  of 
Lydbury  North,  where  it  is  a  special  expense  chargeable  to  the 
parish.  At  Bedstone,  Hopesay  and  Chirbury  also,  local  schemes  have 
either  been  started  or  are  projected.  Worthen  is  another  village 
where  a  scheme  of  refuse  collection  should  be  adopted  as  at  present 
there  is  no  means  of  disposal  of  house  refuse  in  the  village. 
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Pest  Control 

The  Council  have  appointed  an  official  to  deal  with  rats,  etc., 
and  the  area  is  being  surveyed.  An  assistant  has  also  been  appointed 
to  help  in  the  work. 

Contracts  are  made  with  owners  of  premises  and  farmers,  etc., 
and  this  will  help  to  finance  the  scheme.  There  is,  of  course,  a  duty 
on  all  owners  or  tenants  to  keep  down  vermin  on  their  premises,  and 
one  of  the  surest  ways  to  limit  the  rat  population  is  to  have  no 
foodstuffs  left  lying  about  which  they  can  get  at.  At  farms,  of 
course,  this  is  almost  impossible,  as  rats  get  into  the  ricks  and  breed 
in  them.  The  important  time  at  farms  is  when  ricks  are  being  cleared, 
and  at  such  times  there  is  a  duty  on  farmers  to  see  that  the  site  of 
the  rick  is  surrounded  by  wire  netting  so  that  no  rats  escape. 


BOROUGH  OF  WENLOCK 

Water  Supplies 

All  water  supplies  in  the  borough  are  under  the  control  of  the 
East  Shropshire  Water  Board,  and  the  District  Engineer  of  the 
Board  reports  that  there  was  no  shortage  during  the  year  under 
review.  A  total  of  approximately  146  million  gallons  was  pumped 
from  Beckbury  to  the  Madeley  and  Broseley  Wards,  and  as  the 
installation  of  the  No.  2  borehole  pump  at  Beckbury  is  now  com¬ 
pleted,  the  Board  are  considering  the  disposal  of  the  old  machinery 
at  Harrington.  A  new  duplicate  pump  has  been  supplied  at  the 
Benthall  Station.  No  extensive  laying  of  new  mains  has  been  carried 
out,  but  at  the  housing  sites  the  Councils  have  extended  mains 
where  required. 

At  Little  Wenlock  there  is  still  some  shortage  of  water  in  dry 
weather,  and  additional  sources  have  been  investigated  with  a  view 
to  increasing  the  supply.  The  present  supply  is  not  satisfactory  as 
regards  either  quantity  or  quality.  The  reservoir  is  covered,  but  the 
water  is  not  filtered  or  chlorinated  satisfactorily. 

At  Much  Wenlock  there  has  been  no  complaint  of  shortage  from 
the  two  wells,  and  the  chlorinating  plants  have  functioned  well,  as 
will  be  seen  from  the  reports  on  the  samples  taken  of  the  water.  At 
Homer  the  Board  have  been  considering  the  provision  of  a  piped 
supply,  as  there  are  at  present  only  two  wells  in  the  district. 

The  extension  to  the  houses  at  Preen’s  Eddy  has  not  yet  been 
carried  out,  as  the  Board  and  the  owners  of  the  properties  which 
require  a  supply  from  the  mains  have  not  been  able  to  agree  as 
regards  the  proportion  of  the  cost  to  be  borne  by  the  latter. 

As  regards  the  purity  of  the  various  supplies,  a  total  of  76 
samples  were  taken  during  the  year  and  submitted  for  bacteriolo¬ 
gical  examination.  One  report  was  received  on  the  chemical  examina¬ 
tion  of  a  sample  from  Marmose  Coppice,  Little  Wenlock,  and  this  was 
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satisfactory.  The  following  are  the  results  of  the  bacteriological 
investigations  of  the  76  samples  taken  : — 


Source 

Number  of  Samples 
Total  Satis.  Non-Satis. 

Much  Wenlock 

...  33 

31 

2 

Beckbury 

...  28 

28 

— 

Little  Wenlock 

...  3 

— 

3 

Homer  Wells  :  No.  1 

...  2 

1 

1 

No.  2 

...  2 

— 

2 

Other  sources  (private) 

...  8 

— 

8 

The  Beckbury  and  Much  Wenlock  supplies  are  chlorinated,  and 
at  Little  Wenlock,  following  the  unsatisfactory  reports,  the  Sanitary 
Inspector  has  had  chlorine  added  to  the  water  in  the  reservoir  at 
intervals,  but  this  can  only  be  considered  to  be  a  temporary 
expedient. 

The  demand  for  water  for  domestic  and  dairy  purposes  is 
increasing  everywhere,  and  will  continue  to  do  so  in  the  immediate 
future  as  new  houses  are  built  and  more  farms  are  put  on  the  main 
supplies.  In  the  district  the  places  most  likely  to  require  additional 
sources  of  supply  are  Little  Wenlock  and  Much  Wenlock.  At  each 
place  there  is  likely  to  be  a  shortage  in  a  prolonged  dry  summer  and 
autumn.  At  Broseley  and  Madeley  the  supply  is  adequate  at  present 
and  should  prove  sufficient  for  future  demands. 

Sewers  and  Sewage  Disposal  Works 

Samples  of  sewage  effluents  were  taken  at  Much  Wenlock, 
Broseley  and  Madeley  (2)  during  the  year,  and  in  each  case  the 
report  showed  the  effluent  to  conform  with  the  standards  laid  down 
by  the  Ministry  of  Health. 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal 

A  weekly  collection  of  refuse  throughout  the  district  was  com¬ 
menced  during  the  year,  and  has  proved  satisfactory.  The  collections 
in  the  outlying  districts  are  less  frequent  than  in  the  more  populated 
parts.  Disposal  is  by  “  tipping  ”  at  various  points  in  the  area. 

Rodent  Control 

Under  the  Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949,  the  Local 
Authority  is  now  responsible  for  the  control  of  rats,  etc.,  in  their 
area.  The  Council  decided  to  share  an  employee’s  services  with  the 
Borough  of  Bridgnorth,  the  man  appointed  to  work  two-thirds  of  his 
time  in  the  Wenlock  Borough  and  one-third  at  Bridgnorth.  The 
Sanitary  Inspector  reports  that  thirty  contracts  have  been  made 
with  various  firms,  farms  and  private  owners  of  property  with 
regard  to  rat  destruction,  and  also  work  has  been  carried  out  at  the 
sewage  disposal  works  and  tips,  etc.,  owned  by  the  Council.  It  is  still 
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the  duty  of  property  owners  to  report  any  undue  prevalence  of 
rats,  etc.,  on  their  premises  as  the  loss  to  the  nation  in  foodstuffs 
destroyed  by  rats  is  very  substantial  indeed,  and  everything  possible 
must  be  done  to  reduce  this  loss  to  a  minimum. 

Inspections  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector 


Housing  inspections  made  ... 

...  560 

Complaints  received  .. . 

...  48 

Statutory  notices  served 

7 

Statutory  notices  complied  with  . . . 

7 

Houses  disinfected  ... 

...  10 

Privies  repaired 

9 

Water  closets  repaired 

5 

Overcrowding  cases  reported 

...  22 

New  water  closets  fitted 

...  28 

Defective  drains  repaired  ... 

...  55 

Houses  repaired 

...  64 

Verminous  houses  disinfected 

6 

Demolition  orders  made 

6 

FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  and  1948 


The  following  are  the  particulars  furnished  by  the  Sanitary 
Inspectors  of  visits  paid,  inspections  made,  and  notices  served  under 
the  above  Acts  : — 


No.  on 

No.  of 

Written 

Defects 

Defects 

Area 

Register  Inspect. 

Notices 

Found 

Remedied 

Atcham  R.D. 

...  83 

140 

10 

34 

30 

Bishop’s  Castle 

...  15 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Church  Stretton 

...  23 

27 

— 

— ■ 

— 

Clun  R.D. 

...  28 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Wenlock  M.B. 

...  82 

125 

3 

6 

6 

Totals  ... 

...  231 

292 

13 

40 

36 
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SECTION  D 

HOUSING 

A  total  of  118  houses  of  a  permanent  nature  were  completed 
by  Councils  during  the  year,  and  in  addition  to  this  number,  25 
houses  were  built  by  private  enterprise,  57  huts  were  converted,  and 
15  flats  made  available.  This  gives  a  total  of  215  housing  “  units  ” 
made  available  in  1950,  and  this  number  is  less  than  in  the  previous 
year,  when  the  figure  was  313.  Difficulties  in  getting  sites  where 
water  supplies  are  available  have  again  held  up  building  schemes  as 
in  previous  years. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  a  total  of  139  permanent  houses  were  in 
course  of  construction  (Traditional,  80 ;  Wimpey  Houses,  34 ; 
Swedish  Timber,  10  ;  and  15  being  built  privately). 

In  view  of  the  large  number  of  applications  for  houses  in  all 
districts,  the  progress  made  cannot  be  considered  satisfactory,  and 
there  are  still  many  families  living  in  unfit  houses  or  in  overcrowded 
conditions. 

In  the  Atcham  R.D.  a  total  of  161  families  have  been  temporarily 
re-housed  in  ex-R.A.F.  huts  at  Grafton  and  Atcham  airfields,  but 
these  have  not  proved  very  satisfactory  owing  to  dampness,  which 
has  been  aggravated  by  the  very  wet  season.  Steps  are  being  taken 
to  make  them  more  habitable. 

In  the  Borough  of  Wenlock,  50  Wimpey  houses  were  completed 
in  the  Madeley  Ward,  and  34  more  are  under  construction.  It  is 
hoped  that  more  of  this  type  of  house  will  be  commenced  in  1951. 

At  Church  Stretton  and  Bishop’s  Castle  the  housing  shortage  is 
not  so  acute,  but  new  houses  are  still  required,  although  in  smaller 
numbers.  In  the  Clun  R.D.  only  6  Council  houses  and  3  private  ones 
were  completed,  but  at  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  20  Council 
houses  being  constructed. 

The  future  programmes  of  the  Councils  are,  of  course,  controlled 
by  the  numbers  allotted  to  them  by  the  Ministry,  and  particulars 
for  the  districts  will  be  found  in  the  summary  for  each  district  which 
follows. 

As  regards  unfit  houses  and  those  needing  minor  or  major 
alterations,  no  survey  has  been  completed  for  either  of  the  rural 
districts  so  that  no  accurate  figures  can  be  given  at  present.  At 
present  all  that  can  be  done  is  to  carry  out  essential  repairs  in  cases 
where  roofs  are  leaking,  etc.  Extensive  alterations  or  improvements 
to  existing  houses  would  probably  result  in  reducing  the  manpower 
available  for  building  new  houses  which  are  so  urgently  required. 

There  has  been  a  very  slow  response  to  the  offer  of  “  improve¬ 
ment  ”  grants  under  the  Housing  Act,  1949,  and  this  is  rather 
surprising  as  it  gives  an  owner  the  opportunity  of  having  the 
improvements  carried  out  at  half  cost  to  himself,  the  other  half 
being  granted  by  the  Council  if  the  case  is  approved  by  them.  It  may 
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well  be  that  the  scheme  as  introduced  under  the  Act  is  not  yet 
sufficiently  well  known.  It  is  of  importance  to  note  that  these 
grants  are  not  given  for  repairs,  but  only  for  improvements  to  the 
property,  e.g.  the  adding  of  an  additional  room  or  bathroom,  etc. 

The  problem  of  re-housing  those  families  who  are  living  in  ex¬ 
army  huts  of  various  kinds  is  a  difficult  one,  as  it  has  been  stated 
that  in  the  whole  country  there  are  37,000  of  these  huts  still  in 
occupation,  and  many  of  them  are  ten  years  old.  These  huts  vary 
of  course,  in  their  suitability  as  dwellings,  some  being  much  worse 
than  others. 

The  only  satisfactory  way  of  dealing  with  them  is  to  replace 
them  by  the  building  of  more  permanent  houses  which  will  take 
time.  Meanwhile  they  have  to  be  kept  in  a  habitable  condition,  but 
too  much  should  not  be  done  for  them  in  case  they  should  become  a 
more  or  less  permanent  feature.  To  spend  large  sums  of  money  on 
them  would  be  a  mistake.  Also  labour  must  not  be  diverted  from  the 
building  of  new  houses. 

The  Parliamentary  Secretary  to  the  Minister  of  Local  Govern¬ 
ment  and  Planning  has  stated  that  the  cost  of  these  huts  to  the 
taxpayer  has  been  as  follows  in  the  years  mentioned  : — 

1949  £1,937,000 

1950  £936,000 

1951  £804,000 

The  percentages  of  all  houses  which  are  Council  houses  in  the 
different  areas  are  as  follows.  It  will  be  seen  that  the  highest  per¬ 
centages  are  in  the  urban  districts. 


Area 

Total 

Houses 

Council 

Houses 

Per¬ 

centage 

Atcham  R.D. 

...  5,847 

406 

7% 

Bishop’s  Castle 

417 

68 

16% 

Church  Stretton  ... 

795 

113 

14% 

Clun  R.D.  ... 

...  2,970 

164 

5% 

Wenlock  M.B. 

...  4,552 

784 

17% 

S.W.  Salop . 

...  14,591 

1,535 

10% 

ATCHAM  RURAL  DISTRICT 


Number  of  inhabited  houses  .  5,847 

Number  of  houses  owned  by  Council  ...  ...  406 

Number  of  applications  for  houses...  ...  ...  787 

Number  of  houses  allotted  by  Ministry  (1951)  ...  10 

.  Number  of  Improvement  Grants  applied  for  ...  9 

Total  number  of  houses  made  available  in  1950  ...  114 
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Number 

Under 

Type  of  House 

Completed 

Construction 

in  1950 

at  31/12/50 

Traditional 

...  22 

44 

Airey 

...  6 

— 

Flats  ...  . 

...  15 

— 

Converted  hutments . 

...  57 

23 

Houses  built  by  private  enterprise 

...  14 

8 

Totals . 

...  114 

75 

The  following  table  shows  the  sites  on 

which  houses  were  com- 

pleted  in  1950,  the  sites 

on  which  houses 

were  under  construction 

at  31st  December,  1950, 

and  the  sites  on 

which  it  is 

proposed  to 

commence  building  in  1951  : — 

Under 

Site  Completed  Construction 

To  be 

commenced 

1950 

at  31/12/50 

in  1951 

Condover  . 

...  6 

— 

2 

Cruckton  . 

...  8 

(Austrian  timber) 
—  8 

Eaton  Constantine 

6 

— 

— 

Upton  Magna 

(Airey) 

...  6 

Minster  ley... 

...  2 

— 

— 

Cross  Houses 

— 

16 

— 

Atcham 

...  — 

8 

4 

Longnor  ... 

...  —  ' 

6 

— 

Pontesbury 

...  — 

10 

— 

Buildwas  ... 

...  — 

4 

16 

Pulverbatch 

...  — 

— 

8 

Wallop  . 

...  — 

— - 

4 

Totals 

...  28 

44 

42 

All  the  above  are  Traditional  houses  except  the  6  Airey  ones  and 
the  2  Austrian  Timber  houses. 

Applications  for  Houses 

The  following  analysis  indicates  the  sizes  of  the  families  requiring 
to  be  re-housed.  It  will  be  noticed  that  a  third  of  the  families  consist 
of  three  persons  only,  and  that  600  out  of  the  total  of  787  applications 
are  from  families  with  two,  three  or  four  persons  in  them.  Many  of 
these  applications  are  from  young  married  persons  either  with  no 
children  or  with  one  or  two  children. 


31 


21  families  comprising  1  person 


152 

253 

194 

83 

43 

23 

11 

6 

1 


f } 

) ) 


2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 
9 

10 


)  > 


) ) 


787 


Of  the  161  families  who  are  temporarily  re-housed  in  the  hutments 
at  Atcham  and  Grafton  Airfields,  the  following  are  particulars  of 
the  numbers  in  the  families. 

4  families  comprising  1  person 


10 

55 

50 

20 

14 

7 

3 

1 

1 


2  persons 

3 

4  „ 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9  „ 

11 


161 


These  figures  appear  to  indicate  that  while  the  demand  is  chiefly 
for  houses  of  three  bedrooms,  there  is  also  a  need  for  two-bedroomed 
houses  both  for  elderly  couples  and  for  young  newly  married  couples 
with  one  or  two  young  children. 

The  building  of  larger  houses  for  the  few  families  with  seven  or 
more  members  is  not  very  practicable  at  present  owing  to  the 
restrictions  on  floor  space  and  cost,  which  limit  the  size  of  house  it  is 
possible  to  build. 

A  supplementary  allotment  of  a  further  38  houses  has  been 
granted  by  the  Ministry,  and  the  Council  have  decided  that  some 
of  these  are  to  be  of  the  two-bedroomed  type. 


BOROUGH  OF  BISHOP’S  CASTLE 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  417 

Number  of  houses  owned  by  the  Council  ...  ...  68 

Number  of  applications  for  houses  ...  ...  ...  50 

Number  of  houses  allotted  by  the  Ministry  (1951)  ...  12 

Number  of  Improvement  Grants  applied  for  ...  1 

Total  number  of  houses  made  available  in  1950  ...  1 
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New  Houses 

During  the  year  no  new  houses  were  built  by  the  Council,  and 
there  were  none  under  construction  at  the  end  of  the  year.  A  total 
of  10  houses  have  been  allotted  by  the  Ministry  for  the  next  twelve 
months. 

One  private  dwelling  was  completed. 

Overcrowding 

One  case  of  overcrowding  was  reported  during  the  year,  and  this 
has  not  yet  been  abated. 

Unfit  Houses 

No  ascertainment  of  unfit  houses  has  been  made  so  far,  and  as  the 
Council  were  unable  to  get  a  Sanitary  Inspector  during  the  whole 
year,  very  little  inspection  of  houses  for  defects  has  been  carried  out. 
Only  essential  repairs  to  dwellings  have  been  carried  out. 

Improvement  Grants 

One  application  was  received  and  approved. 

Of  the  12  new  houses  to  be  built,  4  will  be  of  the  2  bedroomed 
type  and  8  of  the  3  bedroomed  type. 


CHURCH  STRETTON  URBAN  DISTRICT 


Number  of  inhabited  houses  in  district  ...  ...  795 

Number  of  houses  owned  by  the  Council  ...  ...  113 

Number  of  applications  for  Council  houses  ...  ...  97 

Number  of  houses  allotted  by  Ministry  for  1951  ...  30 

Number  of  applications  for  Improvement  Grants  ...  Nil 
Total  number  of  houses  completed  in  1950  ...  ...  17 


The  following  are  the  sites  on  which  houses  were  built  in  1950 
or  were  under  construction  at  31st  December,  1950,  or  on  which  it 


is  planned  to  commence  building  in  1951 

: — 

Under 

To  be 

Site 

Completed 

Construction 

commenced 

in  1950 

at  31/12/50 

in  1951 

Traditional — 

Prossers  Yard 

— 

— 

36 

Lutwyche  Road  (No.  2) 

...  12 

— 

— 

Private  Enterprise 

...  5 

— 

6 

Totals  ... 

...  17 

_ 

42 
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In  the  return  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  for  the  period  from  1945 
till  30th  September,  1950,  the  number  of  permanent  houses  com¬ 
pleted  in  the  district  is  given  as  36,  with  6  under  construction.  In 
the  same  period  45  houses  were  completed  by  private  enterprise, 
and  3  were  under  construction  at  the  date  mentioned. 

The  building  of  the  8  houses  at  All  Stretton  has  not  been  com¬ 
menced  owing  to  the  delay  in  progress  with  the  new  sewage  disposal 
works  there.  The  Surveyor  is  at  present  collecting  the  necessary  data 
for  the  submission  of  the  scheme  to  the  Ministry  of  Health. 

No  survey  has  yet  been  made  in  the  area  with  a  view  to  finding 
out  the  number  of  unfit  houses  and  of  those  requiring  structural 
repairs. 


CLUN  RURAL  DISTRICT 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  as  at  31/12/50  ...  2,970 

Number  of  houses  owned  by  the  Council  ...  ...  164 

Number  of  applications  for  Council  houses...  ...  232 

Number  of  houses  allotted  by  the  Ministry  (1951)  ...  20 

Number  of  Improvement  Grants  applied  for  ...  1 

Total  housing  units  made  available  in  1950  ...  9 


The  following  are  the  sites  on  which  Council  houses  were  erected 
in  1950  or  were  under  construction  at  31st  December,  1950,  and  on 
which  it  is  proposed  to  build  houses  in  1951  : — 

Under  To  be 

Site  Completed  Construction  commenced 

in  1950  at  31/12/50  in  1951 

Traditional — 

Marton  No.  1  ...  ...  2 

Marton  No.  2  ...  ...  4 

Clungunford  ...  ...  — - 

Clunbury  ...  ...  ...  — 

Swedish  Timber — 

Clun  ...  ...  ...  — 

Amblecote  ...  ...  — 

Traditional — 

Lydham  ...  ...  ...  — 

Totals  ...  ...  6 

The  Ministry’s  Report  for  the  period  from  1945  till  30th  Sep¬ 
tember,  1950,  gives  a  total  of  56  houses  built  by  the  Council  and  26 
in  course  of  construction.  In  addition  there  have  been  6  houses 
built  by  private  enterprise  and  2  in  course  of  construction. 

The  Inspector  reports  that  4  houses  were  connected  to  piped 
water  supplies  and  5  have  had  W.C’2  installed  during  the  vear. 
Major  structural  repairs  have  been  carried  out  on  3  houses. 


34 


The  Council  have  purchased  Aston  Hall,  and  this  house  will  be 
converted  into  8  flats.  In  addition  to  these,  a  cottage  at  the  Hall 
will  be  modernised  and  a  coach-house  will  be  converted  into  a 
maisonette.  A  total  of  10  housing  units  will  thus  be  made  available. 

During  1951  licences  for  4  houses  to  be  built  by  private  enter¬ 
prise  will  be  granted. 

A  total  of  110  visits  were  paid  under  the  Housing  Acts. 

Four  cases  of  overcrowding  were  reported,  and  one  of  these  was 
abated  during  the  year. 


BOROUGH  OF  WENLOCK 


Number  of  inhabited  houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  4,552 

Number  of  houses  owned  by  Council  ...  ...  784 

Number  of  applications  for  houses  ...  ...  ...  574 

Number  of  houses  allotted  by  Ministry  (1951)  ...  80 

Number  of  Improvement  Grants  applied  for  ...  1 

Total  number  of  houses  made  available  in  1950  ...  80 


Completed 

Under 

Type  of  House 

in  Construction 

1950 

as  at  31/12/50 

Traditional 

...  28 

26 

Wirnpey 

...  50 

34 

Build  by  private  enterprise 

2 

5 

Totals 

...  80 

65 

The  sites  on  which  the  above  houses  have  been  built  or  are  under 
construction  and  the  sites  for  houses  to  be  commenced  in  1951  are 
as  follows  : — 

Under  To  be 


Site 

Completed 

Construction  commenced 

Traditional — 

in  1950 

at  31/12/50 

in  1951 

Church  Street,  Madeley 
Wirnpey — 

..  4 

— 

— 

Church  Street,  Madeley 
Traditional — 

..  50 

34 

Beech  Road,  Madeley 
Wirnpey — 

..  14 

10 

4 

Beech  Road,  Madeley 
Traditional- 

.  .  - 

34 

New  Road,  Broseley 
Wirnpey — 

..  10 

16 

24 

King  Street,  Broseley 

..  — 

— 

50 

35 


Traditional — 

Benthall  ...  ...  ...  —  —  8 

Much  Wenlock  ...  ...  —  —  12 

Little  Wenlock  ...  ...  —  —  4 


Totals .  78  60  136 


In  the  Ministry  of  Health’s  return  of  houses  built  up  to  30th 
September,  1950,  since  1945,  in  the  Borough,  a  total  of  196  is  given, 
plus  24  under  construction  at  that  date.  In  addition  to  this  number, 
a  total  of  9  private  houses  had  been  completed,  and  5  were  under 
construction  at  that  date. 

The  number  of  applications  from  the  Wards  of  the  Borough  were 
as  follows  : — 


Madeley  ... 

...  245 

Broseley  ... 

...  168 

Much  Wenlock  ... 

...  141 

Barrow  ... 

...  20 

36 


SECTION  E 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 
Model  Byelaws 

These  Byelaws  have  been  adopted  by  the  various  Councils,  and 
their  chief  points  were  outlined  in  last  year’s  report  (p.  34).  Their 
object  is  to  improve  the  conditions  under  which  food  is  sold  and 
delivered. 

Meat  Inspection 

All  slaughtering  of  animals  for  human  food  is  still  carried  out  at 
the  Ministry  of  Food’s  two  central  slaughterhouses  at  Shrewsbury 
and  Craven  Arms.  There  are  now  approximately  600  of  these  central 
slaughterhouses  in  the  whole  country  as  compared  with  a  total  of 
about  12,000  private  ones  before  the  war.  The  Minister  of  Food  was 
asked  on  the  13th  November,  1950,  to  state  what  the  policy  of  the 
Ministry  is  going  to  be  in  the  future,  as  regards  slaughterhouses,  and 
he  replied  that  it  had  not  yet  been  decided  on,  as  it  was  a  complicated 
matter,  and  the  Ministry  had  still  to  undertake  their  guarantees 
both  to  the  home  farmer  and  to  the  overseas  producer.  In  reply  to 
another  question,  the  Minister  stated  that  the  percentage  of  beef 
from  cattle  graded  at  the  grading  centres  which  was  condemned  as 
unfit  for  human  consumption  was  1.002%. 

During  the  year  no  serious  outbreak  of  food  poisoning  took  place 
in  the  districts,  the  only  cases  notified  being  two  in  the  Atcham 
R.D.  and  two  in  the  Clun  R.D. 

Conference  on  Food  Poisoning 

The  Ministry  of  Health  are  concerned  regarding  the  increase  in 
the  number  of  cases  of  food  poisoning  since  the  war,  and  a  con¬ 
ference  on  this  question  was  held  in  London  in  August,  1950. 
Outbreaks  of  this  kind  used  to  average  about  50  per  annum  before 
the  war,  and  now  number  nearly  1,000  per  annum. 

The  two  main  reasons  for  this  increase  are  :  (1)  the  increase  in 
communal  feeding,  and  (2)  the  fact  that  we  are  eating  more  “  made 
up  ”  foods  than  formerly  was  the  case. 

Nearly  all  these  outbreaks  are  caused  by  bacteria  of  which  the 
commonest  are  the  Salmonella  group  of  organisms,  of  which  there 
are  200  types  at  least.  Food  poisoning  of  chemical  origin  is  very 
rare  indeed  in  this  country. 

Apart  from  the  actual  organism  involved,  the  next  most 
important  factor  in  causation  is  temperature.  Food  should  not  be 
kept  for  any  length  of  time  at  a  temperature  which  is  favourable 
to  the  growth  and  multiplication  of  organisms.  In  some  communal 
kitchens  or  canteens,  food  is  partly  cooked  and  then  kept  for  a  time 
at  a  moderate  temperature  until  it  is  required.  This  enables  organisms 
to  multiply. 
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Food  should  be  cooked  as  soon  as  possible,  and  any  remaining 
after  a  meal  should  be  kept  in  a  refrigerator  if  possible.  In  this 
connection  it  has  been  pointed  out  that  the  tax  on  refrigerators  is 
no  doubt  the  cause  of  their  not  being  in  more  general  use. 

The  necessity  of  strict  personal  hygiene  on  the  part  of  all  those 
handling  food  in  any  way  cannot  be  insisted  on  too  much,  as  it  is 
through  faulty  hygiene  that  so  many  diseases  have  been  spread. 

Milk 

Attention  was  drawn  in  last  year’s  report  to  the  new  legislation 
with  regard  to  the  milk  supply.  No  special  action  has  been  required 
during  the  year  with  regard  to  the  prevention  of  the  spread  of 
infectious  disease  through  any  milk  supply.  Co-operation  has  been 
maintained  with  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  the  County  Health 
Department  with  regard  to  the  safeguarding  of  the  milk  supply  both 
at  the  farms  and  at  dairies  where  pasteurisation  is  carried  out.  Milk 
samples  have  been  taken  by  the  Inspectors  and  reported  on  by  the 
Laboratory. 

The  County  Council  have  granted  licences  to  the  following 
dairies  in  the  area  under  the  Milk  (Special  Designations)  (Pas¬ 
teurised  and  Sterilised  Milk)  Regulations,  1949  : — 

Hanwood  Dairies,  Ltd.,  Hanwood. 

Hygienic  Dairy,  Ironbridge. 

Ice  Cream 

Inspection  of  premises  where  ice  cream  is  sold  or  made  and 
sampling  of  the  ice  cream  has  been  continued  during  the  past  year. 
Of  the  246  samples  submitted  to  the  laboratory,  a  total  of  225  or 
91  per  cent,  were  in  Grade  I  or  II,  and  only  21  were  in  Grades  III 
or  IV.  In  cases  where  the  ice  cream  fell  into  the  lower  grades,  special 
visits  were  made  to  the  premises  concerned,  and  advice  given  with 
a  view  to  improving  the  quality  of  the  product. 


Total 

Grade 

Area 

Samples 

I 

II 

III 

IV 

Atcham  R.D. 

...  103 

80 

9 

10 

4 

Church  Stretton 

...  31 

22 

8 

— 

1 

Wenlock  M.B. 

...  112 

89 

17 

4 

2 

Totals  ... 

...  246 

191 

34 

14 

7 

The  above  results  are  generally  satisfactory,  and  in  the  few 
cases  where  they  were  not  steps  were  taken  to  improve  methods  of 
manufacture  and  sale,  and  subsequently  satisfactory  samples  were 
obtained.  In  most  cases  the  retailers  are  advised  to  stock  pre-packed 
ice  cream,  as  then  the  chance  of  contamination  is  reduced  to  a 
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minimum.  The  samples  from  one  retailer  whose  premises  were  in 
every  way  satisfactory  proved  to  be  below  the  standard  required. 
It  was  found  that  the  fault  lay  with  the  manufacturer  of  the  ice 
cream  whose  premises  were  in  another  area.  This  was  reported  to 
the  officials  of  the  Health  Authority  concerned,  and  subsequently  all 
samples  taken  have  been  satisfactory. 
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SECTION  F 

PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 

The  year  under  review  was  remarkably  free  from  any  serious 
outbreak  of  infectious  disease,  as  will  be  seen  from  the  table  of 
notifications  received.  The  total  number  of  notifications  in  all  the 
areas  was  219,  compared  with  a  total  of  820  in  the  previous  year. 
In  the  Borough  of  Bishop’s  Castle  no  infectious  diseases  were  notified 

Scarlet  Fever  cases  numbered  46,  and  of  these  32  were  in  the 
Atcham  R.D.  All  the  cases  were  mild,  and  there  were  no  deaths 
from  this  disease. 

•No  cases  of  Diphtheria  were  notified  in  any  district. 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  (Infantile  Paralysis)  became  more  wide¬ 
spread  throughout  the  country  during  the  autumn  months,  but  only 
eleven  cases  were  notified  in  the  districts  in  South  West  Shropshire 
(Atcham  R.D.,  6  ;  Clun  R.D.,  4  ;  and  Wenlock  Borough,  1).  There 
were  six  deaths. 

There  were  87  cases  of  Measles  notified  and  28  cases  of  Whooping 
Cough,  the  figures  for  the  previous  year  being  629  and  44.  Towards 
the  end  of  December  17  cases  of  Dysentery  were  notified,  but  these 
were  of  a  mild  type. 

Cases  of  infectious  disease  requiring  isolation  are  sent  to  Monk- 
moor  Hospital,  Shrewsbury,  as  in  previous  years. 


TUBERCULOSIS 

The  following  were  the  numbers  of  notified  cases  on  the  registers 
of  the  districts  as  at  31st  December,  1950  : — 


Pulmonary  Non-Pulmonary  Total 


Area 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Atcham  R.D. 

...  59 

28 

46 

39 

105 

67 

Bishop’s  Castle 

...  4 

4 

2 

3 

6 

7 

Church  Stretton 

...  11 

11 

8 

4 

19 

15 

Clun  R.D. 

...  24 

22 

21 

15 

45 

37 

Wenlock  M.B. 

...  35 

20 

18 

28 

53 

48 

South  West  Salop 

...  133 

85 

95 

79 

228 

164 

40 


New  Cases  Notified 

A  total  of  46  new  cases  were  notified,  which  is  7  less  than  last 
year.  Of  these  cases,  26  were  pulmonary  and  20  non-pulmonary. 


The  distribution  of  these 

new  cases 

was  as 

follows 

— 

Area 

Pulmonary 
*  M.  F. 

N  on-Pulmonary 
M.  F. 

Total 

Atcham  R.D. 

...  7 

6 

2 

4 

19 

Bishops  Castle 

...  — 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Church  Stretton 

...  — 

1 

1 

— 

2 

Clun  R.D. 

...  2 

1 

2 

4 

9 

Wenlock  M.B. 

...  4 

5 

2 

4 

15 

South  West  Salop  ... 

...  13 

13 

7 

13 

46 

The  above  numbers  of  new  notifications  are  about  the  same  as  in 
previous  years,  but  there  are  fewer  this  year  in  the  Atcham  R.D., 
and  a  slightly  increased  number  in  the  Wenlock  Borough. 


Deaths  and  Death  Rates 


The  total  deaths  from  Tuberculosis  numbered  12,  and  all  of 
these  were  from  the  pulmonary  type. 

The  death  rate  from  all  forms  was  0.245  per  1,000  of  the  popula¬ 
tion  (Pulmonary  D.R.  =  0.245  ;  Non-pulmonary  D.R.  =  Nil). 

The  following  are  the  death  rates  for  the  separate  districts  : — 


Number  of  Deaths  Death  Rates 


District 

Pulm.  Non- 

Pulm. 

Pulm. 

Non 

Pulm. 

Total 

Atcham  R.D.... 

6 

0.297 

— 

0.297 

Bishop’s  Castle 

...  1  — 

0.757 

— 

0.757 

Church  Stretton 

2  — 

0.350 

— 

0.350 

Clun  R.D. 

...  1  — 

0.102 

— 

0.102 

Wenlock  M.B. 

...  2  _ 

0.133 

— 

0.133 

South  West  Salop 

...  12 

0.245 

— 

0.245 

The  death  rate  for  England  and  Wales  from  all  forms  of  Tuber¬ 
culosis  in  1950  was  0.364  per  1,000  .of  the  population. 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH,  1950 


Cause  of  Death 

Number  of  Deaths 

Atcharrr 

R.D. 

Bishop’s 

Castle 

M.B. 

Church 

Strett-on 

U.D. 

Clun 

R.D. 

Wenlock 

M.B. 

S.W. 

Salop 

Heart  Disease  and  Dis¬ 
eases  of  Circulation  . . . 

88 

8 

21 

61 

68 

246 

Vascular  Lesions  of 

Nervous  System 

31 

1 

6 

18 

29 

85 

Cancer 

30 

3 

5 

17 

24 

79 

Accidents 

13 

— 

1 

2 

4 

20 

Pneumonia 

7 

— 

2 

1 

8 

18 

Bronchitis 

6 

— 

— 

7 

10 

23 

Tuberculosis 

6 

1 

2 

1 

2 

12 

All  other  causes... 

47 

7 

6 

25 

35 

120 

Totals 

228 

20 

43 

132 

180 

603 

Death  rate  from  Heart  Diseases,  etc. 

,,  ,,  Vase.  Diseases  of  Nervous  System 

,,  ,,  Cancer 

,,  ,,  Tuberculosis  (all  forms)  ... 


5.03  per  1,000 

1.73 

1.61 

0.245  „ 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES,  1950 
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Cerebro 

Spinal 

Meningitis 

sqieaa 

1 

1 

I 

i 

- 

- 

0.03 

jeiidsoH 

1. 

1 

I 

I 

CM 

<N 

i 

).04 

S9SR3 

1 

1 

I 

l 

CM 

CM 

Ophthalmia 

Neonatorum 

sq}T?9a 

1 

1 

i 

I 

1 

1 

0.02 

1 

jeiidsoH 

- 

1 

l 

i 

1 

- 

SDSB3 

- 

1 

I 

I 

1 

- 

Dysentery 

sqieaa 

1 

1 

i 

I 

1 

1 

0.36 

1 

jejidsoH 

1 

1 

i 

i 

1 

1 

S=>SB3 

1 

- 

a> 

- 

00 

Food 

Poisoning 

sqiBaa 

1 

1 

I 

i 

1 

1 

00 

o 

© 

0.17 

1 

1 

I 

i 

1 

1 

53SB3 

CM 

1 

I 

cm 

1 

-'t 

Erysipelas 

sqjBaa 

1 

1 

I 

1 

1 

1 

co 

o 

o 

0.17 

jejidsoH 

1 

1 

I 

1 

1 

1 

S9SB3 

CO 

1 

i 

l 

- 

Pneumonia 

sq;B9a 

1 

CM 

- 

GO 

co 

0.34 

O 

! 

o  ' 

jEjidsoH 

CO 

1 

- 

- 

1 

lO 

S9SB3 

o 

1 

CM 

Puerperal 

Pyrexia 

sq;B9a 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

CM 

© 

I 

(BjidsoH 

1 

1 

1 

■ 

- 

- 

S9SB3 

1 

1 

1 

I 

- 

- 

Acute 

Poliomyelitis 

SqiB9Q 

1 

1 

1 

CM 

CO 

0.22 

0.18 

JEJldsOH 

CO 

1 

1 

- 

•'J' 

S9SB3 

co 

1 

1 

- 

Tf 

- 

Measles 

sqiB9a 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

8.39 

jejidsoH 

1 

1 

1 

l 

1 

1 

1.77 

S9SB3 

CO 

1 

co 

co 

cm 

o 

t>. 

00 

Whooping 

Cough 

SqiB9Q 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

0.57 

3.60 

]E}idsoH 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

S9SB3 

CM 

1 

- 

CO 

CM 

CO 

CM 

scarlet 

Fever 

sqiBaa 

1 

1 

I 

1 

1 

1 

0.94 

1.50 

[EjidsoH 

■'T 

1 

l 

- 

CM 

S9SB3 

CM 

CO 

1 

l 

”3* 

O 

co 

■'f 

District 

Atcham  R.D.  ... 

Bishop’s  Castle 

Church  Stretton 

Clun  R.D. 

Wenlock  M.B.  ... 

S.W.  Salop 

Incidence  rate 
per  1,000  of  pop.: 

S.W.  Salop  ... 

England  &  Wales! 

Willing  &.  Son,  Ltd.,  Shrewsbury. 


